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A Message from your Board

T

he
Grand
Opening of the
new Dania Home is
now well behind us,
and the comforts of
the new friendly
surroundings in the
new home have now
become the new
routine for the staff
and residents.

Kjeld Christensen
President

Moving into a new building the size of Dania
Home and making it function, always brings
with it teething problems and challenges. As
always Management had procedures and protocols for everything which made the transition much easier.
The very devoted care givers and food providers at Dania Home quickly learned to make
the best of the new brighter, friendlier kitchens, neighbourhoods and lounges. All staff
had been given a few dry runs before the residents moved in. As is most often the case in
any newly completed building, the staff had to
deal with a few deficiencies. Appliances that
needed a bit of tweaking, kitchens fans and
drains needing attention or adjustments.
The two onsite fix everything gentlemen, Edi
Susak from Black & McDonald and long time
Dania employee and go to man Ben, were
both run off their feet for a while after moving
in, but it has settled down since.
VanMar Construction and their subcontractors
again lived up to their very good names in the
industry by expediting the correction of any of
the deficiencies. A few days during the first
summer heatwave, turned out to be a bit of a
test, but the current temperature is a lot easier to deal with.
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Another challenge was 48 hours
without power during the recent
windstorm and the staff passed that
test too with flying colors.
A big thank you to hard working Poul
Erik Rasmussen for whom nothing is
too much. Being a perfectionist, he
spent 10 days volunteering his time
hanging numerous framed posters
and paintings in the new building.
Else Vea, Chair of the Decorating
Committee, was also working with him
on this project. Well done you two!
The hallways and neighbourhoods
look so much better with the walls
decorated. Read more on Page 5.
Horizon landscapers made the
grounds around Dania Home look
beautiful almost immediately after the
completion of construction phase.
Many trees and bushes were planted
around the site and it looks great. As
luck would have it, this was to be the
summer of water restrictions. During
the stage 3 watering restrictions in the
lower mainland the sprinkler systems
had to be turned off. Soon there
were signs of stress on a lot of the
new bushes and trees due to lack of
water. Only by a concerted effort by
on site staff and volunteers who took
time to hand water the considerable
number of thirsty plants, loss of the
newly planted vegetation kept to a
minimum. Thank you all!

We have all enjoyed a great summer
and can now brace ourselves for the
coming Fall and Winter.
Stay healthy, be happy.

Dania Home Residents Foundation Charitable Business #81053 8553 RR0001

Kjeld Christensen
President
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Students add
drama to seniors’
Performance
memories
incorporates Dania
Home residents’
Wanda Chow
wchow@burnabynewsleader.com

Olivia Tsai admits to being a little nervous before
visiting seniors at Dania
Home.
Tsai, 17, was among 13
Grade 12 drama students
from nearby Burnaby Central secondary who interviewed several of the longterm care home’s residents
about their lives.
She had no idea how
comfortable the seniors
would be to answer the
questions of a bunch of
teenaged strangers.
But she needn’t have
worried. The residents
were welcoming, open and
enthusiastic.
“It was almost overwhelming the amount of
information and experiences they could give us,” Tsai
said. “I know one kid was
late for class because he
was in the middle of a conversation that was so engaging.”
Once the students collected the seniors’ memories, they brought them
back to their Grade
10/11/12 drama class and
shared them with classmates who helped incorporate them into a short seven-minute performance.
The high school seniors
returned to Dania Home
recently to perform the
show.

For Burnaby Central drama teacher Carol Mann it
was all the realization of an
idea originally inspired by
the mother of a family
friend.
Mann had always been
impressed by the friend’s
mother, who went on to
earn two university degrees
in different subjects after
she retired. When Mann
heard she was writing her
memoirs, she thought it
would be a great idea to
have her students interview
her and turn her story into
a performance.
“I left it too late, she
passed away this past February,” Mann said.
But rather than let the
idea go, she found another
way to make it happen with
other seniors with their
own stories to tell.
“I have just always loved
the idea of a connection
between high school seniors and seniors within the
Burnaby community,” said
Mann.
“I just love breaking the
myth sometimes seniors
have that students are to
be feared, that they are too
loud or too unpredictable
or scary.

Burnaby Central student Emily Gunn chats with Dania Home resident Ethel
Presley, above, after a performance created by the drama students based on
interviews they did with the seniors about their lives. At left, Darren Tran and
Rosalie Thompson share even more stories about their lives and experiences.

To me the best thing is to
start with conversations
and to actually meet face
to face and to discover
each other’s humanity.”
One of the participating
seniors, Rosalie Thompson,
83, said after the recent
performance that she enjoyed the visits with the
students.
“They’re smarter than
heck,” she said with a
laugh. “It was nice to laugh
with them because laughter
is a great thing.”
Beverley Contreras, manager of recreation and volunteers at Dania Home,
said the residents were
quite open to the exchanges, which have been a
great way to start building
connections with youth in
the community.
The seniors have “really a
wealth of experience in
their lives,” Contreras said.
“It’s a wonderful way for
that wealth to be tapped
into and shared.”
Both Contreras and Mann
indicated they hope to continue the exchanges between the students and
seniors on an annual basis.

As for the students, Tsai
said she and a number of
her classmates so enjoyed
the experience that they’re
considering volunteering at
Dania Home.
Long after her time interviewing resident Lawrence
Scotter, she was still buzzing at having had the privilege of learning all about
his life.
“If I could compare the
residents I would compare
them to an entire library
because they have just
volumes and volumes of
information … The things
we learned in social studies—the Second World
War, the tension during the
Cold War, the moon landing, the assassination of
the American president—
they’ve actually been
through that,” Tsai said.
“Compared to them I
think
us
teenagers
we’re just, I guess, a
novel with the first few
chapters.
It’s
overwhelming and kind of
humbling to know how
much we don’t know.”
WANDA CHOW / NEWSLEADER

Dania Home Residents Foundation Charitable Business #81053 8553 RR0001
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L

uck be a lady tonight! Our friends
from Dania Manor came to join us for
an afternoon of casino games and prizes.
We tried our luck at Black Jack, Bingo and
Kings Corner and while some of us can
boast that we beat the odds over the
house, some of us lost our shirts! It was an
enjoyable time had by all and all of our
players came away with chocolates to
sweeten up and our draw winners took
away some great prizes. Thankfully we
didn’t use real money because we all know
that in the end the house wins!

Casino Day

Scouts Campfire
What a pleasure it was to spend time with our friends from Scouts Canada. It wasn’t long
ago when many of us were a part of this great organization, as well as Girl Guides. Camping,
hiking and fishing are just some of the great experiences that these youngsters participate
and they came to have a campfire with us and to sing a few songs… “I love to go a
wandering, around the mountain track and as I go, I love to sing with my knapsack on my
back!”

Mother’s Day
There is nothing more valuable than a
mother’s love and with this in mind; we
took a moment to celebrate the
incredible women who have made us
who we are. We enjoyed some great
entertainment in honour of Mother’s
Day!

Dania Home Residents Foundation Charitable Business #81053 8553 RR0001
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Else Vea—The Decorator at Dania

F

or the past 30 years I have been volunteering on 3 different
Boards, Normanna, Swedish, and now Dania. I have on all
boards been on the building and decorating committees.
For the past 7 years, I have been on the Dania building and
decorating committees taking part in deciding colors, flooring,
furniture and lately I have been busy getting all the pictures from
the old Dania home reframed.
Together with Paul Erik Rasmussen we have spent many hours finding the right spot for the
pictures and hanging them. All the Danish Christmas plates have also found their place in
the dining rooms. We do still need more pictures as there is so many empty walls.
I am now working on the dayrooms where we have some shelving that need some
decorations. Decorating is my favorite thing to do, and you are really never finished. I very
much enjoy what I am doing, and I hope you all will like the results so far.

Submitted by
Else Vea

Recreation offer a variety of programs

R

ecreation offer a variety of programming, such as
fitness, spiritual programs, social and leisure
activities like arts and crafts, monthly special events and
special days, outings music and a lot more! Each month
we celebrate Theme Week events, where staff and
residents dressed up, making theme decorations, knowing
different cultures and values, music and other
entertainment.
Please help us to develop our resources for the
Recreation Department! We are looking for the
following items to enhance our current programs,
provide residents, family and volunteers resources
during visits and provide independent leisure resources
to residents during program down time.
New or old calendars with images of nature, animals,
cars and scenery (these will be converted into photo
books);
Large piece puzzles (12-300 pieces);
Photo books with images nature, animals, cars and
scenery;
Please provide your donations to the Sharlene Lamsen,
Recreation Coordinator—sharlenel@dania.bc.ca
Dania Home Residents Foundation Charitable Business #81053 8553 RR0001
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Executive Director’s Report
573,185 is a number. It is a very large number. What does this
number represent? Who cares about this number?
573,185 is the number of resident days that I can personally
count from the day I started at the Old Dania until the last
resident moved into the New Dania. Mixed emotions surged
within our staff when Dania finally was laid to rest. Many staff
had tears in their eyes as they recall residents and events that
contributed to the life of Dania.
Yes, she was a tired old building, held together with love,
memories of happy times, a few tears and a lot of duct tape. We
will miss her.
Margaret Douglas-Matthews
Executive Director
On a brighter note, Dania Home was highlighted in April 2015 issue of Award magazine.
The article talks about the new two-storey Dania Campus of Care facility. Without a doubt,
watching the new facility being built was exciting for both, the staff and residents.
Congratulations also go to CWC Architectural Millwork! On Thursday October 1st, they won
the Architectural Woodwork Manufacturers Association of Canada’s Gold Award for Service
for their work on Dania Home. The award was presented at the 2015 AWMAC BC Awards of
Excellence in Vancouver.

Respectfully submitted by
Margaret Douglas-Matthews

SAYING GOODBYE TO ‘OLD DANIA’

The demolition of the old home is now complete and the site has been leveled.
With some rain we have had , newly seeded grass will appear very shortly.
There are no immediate plans for the site of the old Dania Home.
Dania Home Residents Foundation Charitable Business #81053 8553 RR0001
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Fundraising Focus…. An update from Clayton
The Virtual Bed Race: Dania vs. Normanna
Race standings as of September 30th, 2015
Dania $37,050.15 (14 beds) Normanna $22,710.71 (9 beds)
The home that raises enough to purchase 100 beds first, wins! The winning home will not
only have bragging rights, but their Board President will be presented with a special trophy
by the second place home’s Board President! Of course the real winners are the residents of
Dania & Normanna who will benefit from a good night’s sleep in a brand new bed. Please
consider making a donation to Dania towards our Virtual Bed Race campaign.
Leave a Legacy of Caring with a gift in your Will
After taking care of your loved ones in your Will, please consider making a gift to Dania to
ensure continued high quality care for our residents.
Planned giving is a very personal process and differs for each individual and family. To
assist with your decision about leaving a bequest or a gift in kind, or to donate other forms
of planned gifts like life insurance or securities, speak with your financial advisor. Please
also contact our Development Office for more information or to let us know that you have
included us in your Will at 604-515-3332 or fundraising@scandiacare.ca.

Past Dania Board Member appointed Honorary Danish
Consul for BC and the Yukon

Congratulations to Ann-Britt Everett,
a recently resigned Dania Board
Member, now the newly appointed
Honorary Danish Consul for BC and
the Yukon.

During her first official duty, Ann-Britt gave a short speech in which she thanked out going
Consul, John Pedersen, for being her mentor and recommending her for the position.
Dania Home Residents Foundation Charitable Business #81053 8553 RR0001
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Meet the Staff—Kristina Van Der Zwan

I

am pleased to introduce myself as the
Manager of Recreation for Dania Home, Dania
Manor and Normanna. I come with over
sixteen years of experience in working with the
older adult population, all of which started as a
volunteer Candystriper when I was just a
teenager.
In finding my passion to create recreation
opportunities for those with barriers to quality of
life, I focused my education in healthcare.
Therapeutic Recreation was ultimately the best fit
me for me; however I supplemented my
knowledge of geriatric care through certification as
a Resident Care Aide. Over the last twelve years I
have been an active Therapeutic Recreation
professional, working in a variety of settings and
roles throughout the lower mainland.
Every level of experience has taught me valuable skills that contribute to the person I am
today and I have discovered that my true impact comes through in leadership positions.
I have a sincere appreciation for the residents we serve and enjoy every interaction, as I
know I take away a piece of history with me each time. I am dedicated to Quality Improvement and the role it plays in today’s healthcare system as the outcomes create opportunities
for those that we serve, families and residents alike.
On a personal note, I was born in Mission and was raised as the oldest of four girls and later
moved to Langley in 2007. I have a husband that I attribute my Dutch name to and we have
two cats and one dog. The Lord has not blessed us with children, but our dog Bailey keeps
us quite busy and on our toes.
My husband and I also enjoy time with our seventeen nieces and nephews on a regular basis and family time is very important to us. I have a flair for the creative and enjoy self expression through arts, crafting, writing and music. I participate in an 85 member Community
Choir in Langley and this love for music often finds its way into my work life as I love connecting with residents through song. On weekends you can find me with a book on the
couch, exploring parks and trails with my dog, camping alongside Chehalis River or cooking
up a big meal for unexpected guests.
I am very excited to have joined the Management Team and I would like to thank you all for
the very warm welcome I have received. I look forward to working with everyone to create
opportunities for life enriching experiences with the ScandiaCare Community.

Kristina Van Der Zwan
Dania Home Residents Foundation Charitable Business #81053 8553 RR0001
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MORE EVENTS
Residents get ready to go the polls
This October, Canadians went to the polls to
exercise their right to vote. At Dania Home we
were visited by two voting officials who
registered all interested residents for their
opportunity to put their pen to paper this
Federal Election. When many of our residents
were the same people who fought to have the
right to vote, this opportunity has particular
importance. We hope you went out and voted
this October, it’s your right!

Fashion Show
The service was preceded over by
the Pastor and following the
exchange, we enjoyed a lovely
reception with great music and
wedding cake. We continued the
love with a bridal fashion show that
featured beautiful brides maids in
purple gowns, a handsome groom
in sunglasses and a captivating
bride! A big thank you to all the
staff who contributed their time,
efforts and imagination to a very
special week!

Dania Home Residents Foundation Charitable Business #81053 8553 RR0001

Wedding Week
“The bells are ringing for me
and my gal, they’ll all be
singing for me and my gal!” A
wonderful week of celebrating
marital bliss with two highlight
events, re-newel of wedding
vows and a bridal fashion
show! For both of these special
occasions we enjoyed some
gorgeous weather in the
courtyard against the back drop
of our new water feature. Hans
and his beautiful bride renewed
their wedding vows and it was
an honour to celebrate them
and their many years of
marriage.

10
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From the Ladies’ Auxiliary

I

t is Fall now and we have had our two fund raising events for this year. We had a smaller
than usual crowd at our Country Fair for some reason. It is perhaps because we are
having to hold the event inside now. It was truly a wonderful event when we were able to
hold it outside. We are looking into planning a new event for June of next year. We will
keep you posted.
We held our Annual Bazaar at the end of September and were pleased with the number of
people who came to support us. There was a good atmosphere and every one seemed to be
having a good time. We had very good open faced sandwiches – thank you to those who
came out at 8:00 in the morning to make them just before being sold. We had brisk sales at
all our tables with good results for us. Thank you to all of you who came to the Bazaar and
spent your money so generously. We really appreciate your support.
There were several raffles and our main lottery. The winners in the main lottery were Linda
Kuhlman, who won the first prize of $1,000.00 donated by Coastline Cleaning Services and
others; Gunnar Jensen, who won the 2nd prize of a $500.00 Gift Certificate from Scan Design;
Lily Elander who won the 3rd prize of a $250.00 Gift Certificate from Hart House Restaurant;
Vena Chopra (a new member of the Dania Board) who won the sterling silver bracelet made
and donated by myself; and Lily Bruhn who won the wonderful basket of food donated by
Jolly Foods. Thank you to all who donated prizes for our Lottery.
We had a bean count this year with Heinrich Hansson winning the first prize, a box of
chocolates, for the closest guess and Jack Larsen winning the second prize which was the
jar of jelly beans.
The raffle winners were Ebba Siple who won a set of dishes, Karin
Jensen who won a Christmas runner, Janet Mowatt who won a Royal Copenhagen Plate, Lily
Bruhn who won a handmade quilt, and Rita Carle who won a Wallet. Thank you to those
who donated the prizes.
We are getting ready to help Dania decorate the new Home for Christmas. We have a lot of
decorations in our storage which we plan to give to the Home. With six neighbourhoods to
decorate, they should be able to use what we have for them and possibly more. Thank you
to those who responded to my earlier request to donate decorations no longer in use. As
well as the December birthday party, we are planning a Christmas party for the residents on
December 12th with a performance by the Lucia Girls.

On December 2nd, the Ladies Auxiliary will celebrate 73 years since we came together to
provide various extras for the residents of the Home. There have been many changes over
the years, but we are still enjoying being with the residents for their monthly birthday parties
and other events . We thank all of you who continue to support us at our fundraising events
which enable us to continue our work.
On behalf of the Ladies Auxiliary, I want to wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

Margaret Chester
President

Dania Home Residents Foundation Charitable Business #81053 8553 RR0001
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And more events...

A

Hawaiian Week

s the warm sun touched our
shoulders and the soothing
sounds of the Hawaiian Islands
rang through the air, we took in a week
of some great themed events in the
month of August.
First was started with an incredible show by Josie De Baat and her Polynesian Dance Group.
Ranging from ages 7-65, these amazing ladies preformed a variety of Luau dances in
decorative costume and accompanied by tropical music. We enjoyed the sweet taste of
tropical fruits as our eyes and feet followed along with the Polynesian dancing. It was a
pleasure to take in this show and we can’t wait to put on our lei’s next summer for another
great performance.
Scruffles the Clown continued the festivities with an afternoon in the garden as he created
amazing balloon animals, flowers and anything we could put our imagination to! We took in
the show as we enjoyed sweet and salty caramel popcorn and laughed together…
remembering you are never too old to feel young. It was a wonderful way to wrap up our
summer and as we welcome the autumn, we will reflect on these great memories with
family, friends and staff.

Canada Day

Dania Home Residents celebrates the Canada’s national holiday July 1st, Canada Day. This
year, residents enjoyed the High Tea celebration in our new building and new garden with
red and white table cloth, flags, maple leaf decorations, tattoos, music, food and good
weather. It was a successful event looking at our residents smiling faces.

Dania Home Residents Foundation Charitable Business #81053 8553 RR0001

12

DANIA NEWS



FALL 2015

Dania Board of Directors
2015—2016
PRESIDENT— Mr. Kjeld Christensen
VICE PRESIDENT—Mr. Charlie Young
TREASURER— Ms. Anne Christiansen
SECRETARY— Ms. Janny Marie L Peterslund
DIRECTORS

Mrs. Else Vea
Mrs. Margaret Chester
Mr. Torsten Kehler
Mr. Karsten Veng
Mr. Jack Larsen
Mr. Paul Christensen
Mr. Casper Bych
Ms. Vena Chopra
Mr. Ed Kuhlman
Pastor Birgitte Saltorp

Wishing you all a very
happy Holiday Season!
DANIA
Mission & Values
Our Mission at Dania’s Campus of Care is
to provide quality housing and residential
health care reflecting the values of trust,
respect, caring, and diversity, respecting
our Danish heritage.

Vision
To be leaders in providing comprehensive
care through innovation and outreach ensuring we are the first choice for clients in
need of service and to expand and enhance our facilities in response to the
changing needs of our community.

Remembrance Day Ceremony with
Danish Guards

Coming Events:
December, 2015 to
June, 2016
Remembrance Day
Wednesday, November 11th, 2015
At 10:45 a.m.
4175 Norland Avenue, Burnaby
Royal Danish Guard
Service by Pastor of the Danish Church
Dania Christmas Open House
Wednesday, December 9th, 2015
At 6 p.m.
4175 Norland Avenue, Burnaby
Dania Christmas Party for
Residents
Saturday, December 12th, 2015
Entertainers—Lucia Girls
4175 Norland Avenue, Burnaby
Dania AGM
Wednesday, 22nd June, 2016
At 7 p.m.

Carl Mortensen Manor, 4035 Norland
Ave, Burnaby—Entrance on Kincaid
Street

Dania Home Residents Foundation Charitable Business #81053 8553 RR0001

How can I help?
Donate online with a credit card:
www.dania.bc.ca
or provide your credit card details below
Credit Card #:__________________________________
Expiry date:_____/_____ Security Code(CVV2):_______

or make cheque payable to:
Dania Home Society Residents Foundation

Yes, I /we would like to support the new
beds campaign with a donation of:

Dania Home Society
Residents Foundation
4175 Norland Avenue
Burnaby BC
V5G 3S7

Specialized Hospital
Beds & Mattresses
Campaign

$
Name(s):

Address: _____________________________
_____________________________________
City:__________________________________
Province:
Postal Code:
Photo by Derek Lepper

Email:
Phone:
Return this form to:
Dania Home Society Residents Foundation
4175 Norland Avenue Burnaby, BC V5G 3S7
Tel: 604-515-3332 Fax: 604-522-5803
Email: claytonn@dania.bc.ca
NL 10/15

It all comes down to
people who care
Quick Response
for those with mobile devices

You make a difference

Photo by Derek Lepper

Specialized Hospital
Beds & Mattresses
People who require residential care
often suffer from chronic illnesses
such as dementia and have physical
problems getting around. They
deserve a comfortable and safe
sleep.
Dania Home would benefit greatly
from new specialized hospital-style
beds and mattresses. These new
beds are specifically designed for
long lasting quality and have special
features to greatly improve the safety
and comfort of our residents, as well
as provide added safety and
efficiencies for their care givers.

What is special about these beds?
The new beds are made by Joerns and
are designed specifically for use in
residential care facilities. They feature
adjustable height controls to assist
residents getting in and out of bed.
Advances in mattress technology
provide better pressure redistribution
increasing comfort.

Frequently Asked Questions
Why are new beds needed?
The existing beds and mattresses are 15
years old. Our residents would benefit
from new beds with updated features and
technology to enhance safety and comfort
How much does this cost?
Each specialized bed and mattress costs
$2,500 and there are 102 of them that
need to be replaced.
Why doesn’t government pay for new
beds at Dania?
From time to time Fraser Health does get
funding to distribute to their contracted
service partners so they can purchase
various items like beds. Unfortunately
they cannot predict from year to year if
Fraser Health will receive those funds
from the provincial government.

These beds are more easily
maneuvered by care staff, have places
to attach assist devices, safety locks
for steering, and therefore should
help to reduce strain injuries among
care staff. Adjustable head and foot
positioning can improve circulation in
those with problems, and are designed
to be tilted slightly by care staff to
assist those who have difficulty rolling
over.
We have detailed information about
these beds and can send you more
information and photographs if you
are interested.

Photo by Derek Lepper

HEALING HANDS NURSING SERVICES LTD.
4230 Boundary Road, Burnaby, B.C. V5R 2M9 Canada
Fax: 604-433-0523

Email: healinghands@telus.net

“Providers of excellent health care professionals”
Our Philosophy:
The staff of Healing Hands is committed to providing a warm, informal atmosphere in which
residents are free to realize their full potential. Services are designed to promote resident
independence as well as their physical, mental, social and spiritual well-being.

Our Mission:
Our Mission is to care for every individual with respect and dignity. To optimize the abilities
of the residents, and compensate for their disabilities in order to promote their independence.
Healing Hands meets the needs of their clients and families with the highest level of care,
compassion, respect and enthusiasm.

Our Services:









Facility wide contract staffing
Care Coordinators
Registered Nurses
Licensed Practical Nurses
Recreation / Activity Workers
Health Care Assistants
Laundry Workers
CSR / Reception
For information contact:

Luchi C. Tupas
Director
Cell: 604-761-0523
Email: healinghands@telus.net

Chuchi T. Oñas
Director
Cell: 604-376-7415
Email: healinghands@telus.net

Harold L. Oñas
Director
Cell: 604-760-7001
Email: healinghands@telus.net

Pierre G. Florendo RN
Care Coordinator
Normanna Home
Office: 604-515-3333
Email:pierref@dania.bc.ca

Aimee P. Manuel RN
Care Coordinator
Dania Home
Office: 604-292-8133
Email:aimeem@dania.bc.ca

Hilda G. Melendrez LPN
Care Coordinator
Dania Manor
Office: 604-292-1370
Email: hildam@dania.bc.ca

