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T

he Grand Opening of the newest Dania Home is behind us and what a
“Grand Opening” it was!

Tuesday, 9th June was a glorious day, with an amazing 200 spectators to
witness the occasion. Following the opening remarks by Kjeld Christensen,
President, the Tivoli Singers kicked off the event with the Canadian and Danish
National Anthems.
Invited dignitaries included The Danish Ambassador for Canada, His Excellency
Mr. Niels Boel Abramhamsen, visiting from Ottawa, Secretary General of Danes
Worldwide, Anne Marie Dalgaard and Karina Kjær Busk leader of Danish Lesson
online.
MLA Burnaby North Mr. Richard Lee, MLA Burnaby Edmonds, Mr. Raj Chouhan,
Mayor of Burnaby Mr. Derek Corrigan, Executive Director Residential Care &
Assisted Living, Fraser Health, Ms. Irene Sheppard, all spoke for a few minutes.
All had high praise for Dania Home and its long highly respected history in the
city of Burnaby.
After the ribbon cutting, another Kodak moment, delicious finger food and
refreshments prepared by the staff in the brand new Dania Home kitchen were
enjoyed by all. The feedback from the visitors to the opening was most
complimentary, accolades to Margaret Douglas-Matthews, her management and
staff for a job very well done. More photos on pages 5—8.

Torsten Kehler, Editor
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A Message from your Board

I

t is with great
pleasure that I report to you that
the residents of
the old Dania Home
started moving into the
newly completed building along Norland Avenue on March 3rd.
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A special tip of the hat to Bob Fawdry who was the
site superintendent. Nothing was too much trouble
for Bob and he always had a big smile. He was also very cooperative when we first suggested that
some of the big boulders could be used for a
Kæmpehøj. It now is a great eye catcher as you
drive into the Dania Site. We tried to teach Bob
and the others to say Kæmpehøj but we had to
give up on that.

Those of you who read this column regularly know
that the planning of the new home started many
years ago. Time after time we reported delays and
our patience was wearing thin.

Margaret Douglas-Matthews and her management
staff were very busy making decisions about endless number of details for the new building. They
also had to cope with preparations for an Accreditation survey which is very time consuming. Dania
Home again passed the survey with flying colors
achieving Exemplary Standing which is good for 4
years. This time hats off to management and staff
at Dania for doing such an excellent job day in and
day out.

Two years ago VanMar construction laid out a time
line for the construction phase and I am pleased to
tell you that the building was completed on time and
on budget.

Demolition of the old building will start very soon—
possibly completed by the time you read this.
Planning what to do with the area now occupied by
the old building is on the board agenda.

A year and a half ago the excavating for the new
building started. Through rain and sleet in the winter
of 2013-2014 the workers braved the weather and
kept on building. Before long observers of it all began
to see the footprint of what was to come.

With hopes for a pleasant and healthy summer for
all.

Kjeld Christensen
President

Soon after our Residents
moved in, Fraser Health filled the 30 new rooms available in the new and bigger building.

Kjeld Christensen

It was a very proud day when the first residents were
moved into the brand new shiny neighbourhoods.
Comfortable rooms and cozy lounges, kitchens where
everything works as advertised, and elevators running
smoothly. What a joy it is to have finally moved in. I
am sure we can agree that the decorating committee
led by Else Vea did a great job. The color schemes
are very soothing and friendly.
Hats off to VanMar construction and their quality controls all through the process. All involved were on top
of their game. Architect Brian Dust worked patiently
with us all along through many changes. Jack Clerkson kept an eye on everything including time lines
and budget.

The Dania Board at work!
Dania Home Residents Foundation Charitable Business #81053 8553 RR0001
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Community Outings
Residents from Dania Home and Normanna
took to the road in their brand new bus for the
first time. They traveled to the Scandinavian
Community Centre for a senior’s lunch, where
they had the opportunity to enjoy some food
and entertainment as well as socialize and
spend time together out in the community.
Thanks to the generosity of our donors, the
residents of Dania Home & Normanna can enjoy a new sense of freedom without the restrictions of public transit.
Residents of Dania Home and Normanna are
not the only ones benefiting from the new bus.
Our Outreach Program supports seniors living
in our neighbourhood that may be “homebound” and unable to easily get around themselves. They can be brought to our facilities for
a nutritious meal, to participate in social and
physical fitness activities, and enjoy spending
time with others. Greater independence for
seniors is the goal of our outreach program and
the bus is instrumental to achieving this.

Residents Lorna I, Fortunata
R, Activity Aide Al & Ethel P

Easter at Dania

Please visit our website at www.dania.bc.ca to
make a donation to support ongoing development of our bus programs.
Thank you.

Residents say a big “thank you”

In preparation for Easter Sunday, several residents
took part in making and posting Easter decorations.
Brightly colored eggs and Easter Bunnies adorned
the walls marking their first Easter in their new
home.

Dania Home Residents Foundation Charitable Business #81053 8553 RR0001
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Chinese Week
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Irish Week

Happy New Year! 新年好呀！
Gung hei fat choy!

W

e joined the rest of the world in
celebrating Chinese Week and Chinese New Year last February.

Dania Home was filled with red,
colorful decorations and traditional symbols of
“Happiness and Good Luck”. A Chinese style
luncheon was very much appreciated by the residents. It was followed by Volunteer Chinese
dancers entertaining with traditional dances.
Their performance and colorful costumes fascinated everyone.

Yoga Time
Our residents have been enjoying Spring activities in
the new Dania Home. To their delight a youth group
of Irish dancers jigged from neighbourhood to neighbourhood flashing “leprechaun” like smiles in honor of
St. Patrick’s Day. This made for a cozy performance
where the resident’s were just feet away eyes a sparkle with a touch of the Irish.
On April 1st, the Ladies Auxiliary monthly Birthday Social took place in the new multipurpose room. The
first monthly event to take place in the new Dania
Home! How fitting is that?
Since that time all other monthly events have resumed. These include religious services with Bethesda Ministry, Danish Lutheran Church, Chinese Fellowship and Catholic Mass. Regular Yoga classes and a
weekly Sing-a-Long are also in full swing again.
Spring has been a busy time for the residents of Dania
Home. They have settled in well and seem happy to
be enjoying all the activities so far!

Submitted by:
Beverley Contreras
Manager of Recreation, Volunteers, Quality
Improvement & Education
Dania Home Residents Foundation Charitable Business #81053 8553 RR0001
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The Speakers

Richard Lee, MLA
Burnaby North

Raj Chouhan, MLA
Burnaby-Edmonds

Mayor Derek Corrigan
City of Burnaby

His Excellency Niels Boel Abrahamsen
Danish Ambassador

Dania Home Residents Foundation Charitable Business #81053 8553

Irene Sheppard, Executive Director
Residential Care & Assisted Living Fraser Health

6

DANIA NEWS



Special Edition 2015

The Tivoli Singers and Distinguished Guests

Dania Home Residents Foundation Charitable Business #81053 8553
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The Ribbon Cutting

Dania Home Residents Foundation Charitable Business #81053 8553
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Executive Director’s Report

I

t gives me great pleasure to announce our
successful accreditation
with Exemplary
Standing; this is the highest standing Accreditation Canada awards.
To achieve this special
recognition for Dania is attributed to the hard
work and commitment towards resident health
and safety, including best practices displayed
throughout the organization.

The Board of Directors, the Leadership Team, Sue
Hundal Director of Clinical Care, Chantal Morris Margaret Douglas-Matthews
Executive Director
Director of Residential Care and Assisted Living
Services, Helen Bongo Director of Corporate Services, Pat Courtemanche Director of Environment,
Beverley Contreras Manager of Recreation & Volunteers and QI and
Shannyn Douglas Manager of Properties and Corporate Services, our
partners Healing Hands, Servantage and Black & McDonald contributed
to Dania’s overall success.

Respectfully submitted by
Margaret Douglas-Matthews

Inaugural Bus Trip!
This was the first of what we know
will be many enjoyable outings to
come for our residents.

R

esidents of Dania Home are now
gallivanting about town in their
stylish, new Chevrolet ARBOC
“Spirit of Freedom” bus. And we are not
kidding about the name – this particular
model is called the “Spirit of Freedom”.
We are certain that our residents will
catch that spirit the minute they start
rolling away in it. The bus will be used
for outings. Our residents will no longer
be restricted by the narrow timetables,
routes and rules of a rent ed
HandyDART.
Picnic lunches and refreshments can be packed along for an afternoon at the park. But best of all, we
will be in a position to respond to the needs of those in our care. We can leave at the appointed
time, accommodate changes in plans, stop when and where we like – to buy ice cream, watch wildlife
or have a rest. We will also be able to go ahead with our Outreach Program to support seniors living
in our neighborhood who may be ‘home-bound’. These are all things, which until now, were beyond
our reach.
Dania Home Residents Foundation Charitable Business #81053 8553 RR0001
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Fundraising Focus—An update from Clayton Norbury

F

irst and foremost, as I quickly approach a year at ScandiaCare, I would like to thank everyone for welcoming me to the team. I am struck daily by the passion and dedication of Board members, volunteers,
and staff at Dania. The residents are the top priority in every conversation we have and decision we
make. I often think back to a guest speaker that attended one of my fundraising classes. When speaking
about his friends commenting on how difficult it must be to work in a profession where you just ask people for
money all the time, he said, “We don’t simply ask for money, we invite people to support a cause for which
they feel a connection.” That’s what I see on a daily basis in my interactions with volunteers, Board members
and donors; a real connection to the residents and a desire to make Dania Home feel like HOME.

Now onto some updates:
Bus!!
Many exciting things have happened over the past year, but nothing was more exciting in my opinion than
exceeding our fundraising goals and purchasing the Bus!! Thanks to you, the residents of Dania Home can
now gallivant about town in their stylish new Chevrolet “Spirit of Freedom” bus. Yes, that is the real name,
and it is certainly fitting since residents have renewed sense of freedom with some brand new wheels to take
them out and about.
Beds!
Thanks to you we are on our way to a better night’s sleep for every resident of Dania Home. We do still
need your help to make this a reality. The current beds are aging, and at this point cost more to repair and
maintain than to replace. Our residents deserve new beds and mattresses with the most up-to-date comfort
and safety features.
That is the year in review from the Fundraising Office. I am excited to begin work on next year’s goals and
meet more of you with that same connection to the residents of Dania Home.
Clayton Norbury—(604) 515 3332

Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon – April 2015
Dania Home’s Volunteers were fittingly acknowledged at the 10th Annual Dania and Normanna joint Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon. The event took place on April 30th, 2015 with a smiling crowd of 72 volunteer’s
in attendance.
As the new Manager of Recreation and Volunteers it was my honor to MC the afternoon’s proceedings as we
paid homage to the “Heartbeat of our Organizations” who have selflessly given some 6000 plus hours of their
time and devotion to the residents of Dania and Normanna over the past year.
On hand to add to the tribute to “Our Heartbeat” were Mr. Paul McDonell, Acting Mayor for the City of Burnaby, Mr. Gary Begin, Representative from the office of Mr. Richard Lee, MLA for Burnaby North, Mrs. Margaret
Chester, President of Ladies Auxiliary and Mr. Kjeld Christensen, President of Dania Home Society and Dania
Society.

Beverley Contreras
Manager Recreation, Volunteers, Quality Improvement & Education
Dania Home Residents Foundation Charitable Business #81053 8553 RR0001
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Report from Ladies Auxiliary
It is Spring and what a wonderful time of the year
for all of us. We have so many changes taking
place at Dania with the opening of the new Care
Home in March. What a wonderful new Home it
is. The residents are very happy in their new surroundings and we are adjusting to putting on the
monthly birthday party. At our first party in April,
we had 43 attending and many were in wheel
chairs making our new party room a bit crowded.
This month we had only 20 as four of the neighbourhoods were not able to attend because of
having residents with the flu. We had excellent
entertainment and good food, so we all enjoyed
our time together.
I am not sure if this Newsletter will be out before
our first fund raising event of the year is held.
We have the Country Fair on Sunday, June 14th
from 11 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. We will hold the event
in the auditorium of Carl Mortensen Manor as
there is no longer the room outside with the new
Home.
We will have our usual hotdogs,
aebleskiver, ice-cream, pastries and lots of free
coffee and tea. We have a raffle with good prizes
and will have various things for sale such as
books, baking, jewelry, etc. lunch and to help the
Ladies Auxiliary raise the money we need to carry
out our work for the residents.

And best of all, the Scandinavian Dancers will perform
for us. Please try to attend this event if at all possible.
We now have the use of the beautiful new bus we are
sharing with Normanna. We plan to take residents on
an outing to Granly Wednesday Club on June 10th. It
will be exciting for us as we usually have to rent a bus
which costs us a lot of money. Watch for the bus with
Dania’s logo on one side and Normanna's logo on the
other side. It will be a wonderful addition for the residents of both homes as the Recreation Department plan
to use it six days a week to take the residents on outings.
On September 26h, we will hold our annual Bazaar from
11 o'clock to 2 p.m. This is when we have our open
faced sandwiches, layer cakes and other desserts. We
also have all our sales tables – bouquets of flowers,
plants, new items, rummage, a Christmas table, jewelry,
home baking, liver pate and free coffee and tea.
I hope you will mark your calendars and plan to attend
this important event. It is a wonderful time to meet
your friends and have a great Thank you all for your
continued support. We really appreciate your kindness.

Margaret Chester
President

Meet the Staff - Helen Bongo

I

have been part of the Normanna and Dania Management Team for the past 5
years, and in the Long Term Care Health industry for 30+ years. I hold a Finance/Accounting degree from BCIT as well as an Associate Broker license
with the Real Estate Board of Greater Vancouver. I currently reside as the Director of Corporate Services for all Normanna and Dania properties overseeing the
Finance and IT departments. I am a multitasker who loves to solve problems which
makes finance especially interesting and exciting for me. I’m also a tech geek and
look forward to the newest gadgets that hit the market. Finance and IT are two of
the support systems that work in the background to ensure the facilities continue to
run smoothly. We take pride in our ability to innovate and keep our residents up-todate with the latest services and technology available.
I have a wonderful husband and two great sons who are my world! In my spare
time I love to cook and entertain. You could say I’m a bit of a foodie! I’ve traveled extensively through Europe, learning about various cuisines and regional gastronomic delights. My love of the arts also extends to
music, specifically classical, cultivated during my twelve years studying piano with the Royal Conservatory of
Music.

Helen Bongo
Dania Home Residents Foundation Charitable Business #81053 8553 RR0001
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Coming Events:
June—November, 2015
Dania Home and Dania Home
Society Annual General Meetings

Wednesday, June 17, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

Carl Mortensen Manor, 4035 Norland Ave, BBY
(Entrance on Kincaid Street )

Ladies Auxiliary Annual Bazaar

Saturday, September 26, 2015 at 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Carl Mortensen Manor, 4035 Norland Avenue
(Entrance on Kincaid Street )

Dania Home recently hosted the Annual Nordic
Dinner on 30th April, 2015.

Remembrance Day

Norman Eyford, President of The Icelandic Care
Home Höfn Society, offered a big “Thank You”
to the Dania Board of Directors, Margaret and
staff for planning and hosting such a wonderful
Annual Nordic Dinner.

Wednesday, November 11th, 2015 at 10:45 a.m.
Dania Home, 4175 Norland Avenue, Burnaby
Royal Danish Guard
Service by Pastor of the Danish Church

He quoted “Wasn’t it a nice coincidence that one

Dania Board of Directors
2014—2015
PRESIDENT— Mr. Kjeld Christensen
VICE PRESIDENT—Mr. Torben Hansen
TREASURER— Ms. Anne Christiansen
SECRETARY— Ms. Ann-Britt Everett
Directors
Mrs. Else Vea
Mrs. Margaret Chester
Mr. Svend Jensen
Mr. Torsten Kehler
Mr. Alexander Northey
Mr. Karsten Veng
Mr. Jack Larsen
Ms. Janny Marie L. Peterslund
Mr. Paul Christensen
Pastor Birgitte Saltorp
Email Address
We are continually seeking ways to be more environmentally friendly. We encourage you to provide us
with your email address to jubys@dania.bc.ca to use
for future correspondence. Thank you.
Dania Home Residents Foundation Charitable Business #81053 8553 RR0001

of our Icelandic Board Members Norm Einarson
and his wife Elsie celebrated their 55th Wedding
Anniversary on the same day! We were all very
impressed with everyone’s effort to plan and
build such a wonderful building that adds so
nicely to the repertoire of Scandinavian Care
Homes in the Lower Mainland. The New Dania
Home incorporates some very interesting features. Congratulations! The opportunity to give
and hear individual reports and maintain a good
working network is much appreciated. Best Regards”

DANIA
Mission & Values
Our Mission at Dania’s Campus of Care is to provide quality housing and residential health care
reflecting the values of trust, respect, caring, and
diversity, respecting our Danish heritage.

Vision
To be leaders in providing comprehensive care
through innovation and outreach ensuring we are
the first choice for clients in need of service and
to expand and enhance our facilities in response
to the changing needs of our community.

