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he new Dania Home is scheduled to open in February 2015. An official
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t is with great excitement that we unveil our new website. www.dania.bc.ca
has a fresh appearance and is easy to navigate. Our new website uses the latest technologies that looks great on your smartphones, tablets, and other mobile devices too! We invite you to explore the site for yourself and welcome any
feedback or comments.
Our newsletters can also be viewed online and should you desire to receive an ecopy, please email Juby Sprake at jubys@dania.bc.ca. We hope you enjoy the new
look.

U

A short history of Julestue at Dania

nfortunately, we did not have Julestue in November, 2013 as we did not sell
enough tickets to break even. It was not intended to be a fundraising event,
but we could not afford to hold the event and lose money. It has been cancelled again this year due in part to lack of interest and also because of the many
things that are happening at Dania such as Accreditation and the new building.
The following is a short history written by Inger Olsen of Chilliwack, who has been
a member of the Ladies Auxiliary for more than 40 years. In addition, her late husband was a member of the Dania Board for a number of years.

Continued on Page 4
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A Message from your Board
It was the rainy season in the
spring when VanMar Construction started framing up
the building that was to become the new Dania Home.
The rain persisted for some
time, but then the roof went
up and the weather started
improving.

Kjeld Christensen
President
As often happens here on the
west coast the weather changed,
the sun came out and looking back we ended up having a
nice dry summer. Typical! This was just what we had
hoped for, as everything dried out very nicely. The new
building now looks very impressive.
Soon afterwards, the colour schemes the decorating committee has chosen slowly start showing up here and there
and it looks very promising. The exterior wall along Norland Avenue looks very sharp. There will be two floors in
each of the three sections (a.k.a. “pods”) for a total of 102
rooms. The pods are connected but can be operated independently if needed. That enables Dania Home to serve
several different needs in adjoining pods. This is a great
design feature of our planned Campus of Care.
Our construction company, VanMar Construction, has lived
up to our expectations, giving great attention to every detail so far. Margaret Douglas-Matthews and her senior
management team, with the help of Architect Brian Dust,
Development Consultant Jack Clerkson, and many other
professionals in the construction business, have continued
to coordinate the multitude of decisions and choices that a
big building of this type requires. The results look very
promising to this point. The aim is for occupancy of the
new building in early February 2015.
Away from the building site life goes on. The construction
noise can be very annoying for the residents at all three
buildings on the Dania site, but we ask that you please
have patience, as it will come to an end soon.
We reached our fundraising goal of $125,000.00 for the
bus that is to be shared between Normanna and Dania. A
big thank you to all who made donations toward this very
important new chapter for the two homes. We expect the
bus to be used for a variety of trips by residents of the two
homes.
Dania Home Residents Foundation Charitable Business #81053 8553 RR0001
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Other user groups in the Burnaby area have
also voiced interest. With a bit of planning the
bus should be self sustaining. And here’s a
“sunshine story” related to the bus: a resident
of the home and her husband of 59 years had
expressed a wish to renew their vows. She
moved into the home some time ago and absolutely loves it. The staff are so kind. He arrives by bus every day to visit her. I was invited to be part of the wedding. There were little
girls in frilly dresses as ring bearers, balloons,
a great wedding cake, and the staff all
dressed up. The couple loved it all. That couple’s children got wind of our fund raising efforts. “How much are you short of reaching
your goal,” they asked Margaret. At that time
we were $ 10,575.00 short. A few days later a
cheque for that amount was presented to
Margaret. The husband is now moving into
Dania Manor, and a short walk will get him to
Dania Home to visit his wife.
The fundraising will continue since some expenses are not covered by Fraser Health. A
big challenge is an additional 35 hospital beds
before we can occupy all of the 102 rooms in
the new building. 67 beds will be moved from
the old building. Given our fundraising needs,
if you can pass the word around, we – and
the residents – would be very grateful…
Wishing good health and happiness to all.
Kjeld Christensen
President

DANIA
Mission & Values
Our Mission at Dania’s Campus of Care is to provide quality housing and residential health care
reflecting the values of trust, respect, caring, and
diversity, respecting our Danish heritage.

Vision
To be leaders in providing comprehensive care
through innovation and outreach ensuring we are
the first choice for clients in need of service and
to expand and enhance our facilities in response
to the changing needs of our community.
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Dania Annual Bar-B-Que—July 16, 2014

T

he Community BBQ took place at Dania Home in
the Garden. BBQ chicken and BBQ salmon was
served as well as a huge arrangement of salads. Dania’s
leader-ship team helped in serving food to the residents
and guests. In the gazebo, John Parsons took the stage
with his beautiful songs and serenaded us during the
whole BBQ.

Most of our Residents as well as the Manor residents were
able to come out and
join us on the picnic
tables for lunch and
entertainment.
In
the end everyone
had popsicles to help
cool them off in the
hot summer heat. It
was truly a beautiful
day for the BBQ.

Mr. and Mrs. Yiu’s wedding vow renewal was
going to take place in the Garden. Unfortunately the weather decided to change that
day and it started to rain. The recreation
team quickly brought all the decorations in
the main floor dining room and decorated
and set up for the event. The decorations
were beautiful and so were the couple to be
renewing their vows.
We had three bridesmaids (Dania staff) and
two flower girls (Dania staff’s children). As
Mr. and Mrs. Yiu walked down the aisle wedding music played and the crowd applauded.
Pastor Yun took the stage and assisted in the
renewal of the vows of this couple. Rings
were exchanged, the certificate was signed
and as the couple walked down the aisle to
the end table we handed out champagne
and held a toast to the couple with sparkling
apple juice in wine glasses. We had a bit of a
small reception but continued the party the
next day. Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs.
Yiu!
Dania Home Residents Foundation Charitable Business #81053 8553 RR0001
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Executive Director’s Report

W

e are in the final preparations for our accreditation survey
scheduled for Nov 24 – Nov 28, 2014. Accreditation Canada’s
criteria include required Organizational Practices (ROPs), Instrument
Thresholds (Safety Culture Tools and Work Life Pulse Tools) and standard sets of criteria for Governance, Leadership, Medication Management and Infection Prevention and Control.
The Board of Directors and Management along with staff have been
working tirelessly preparing for the survey and implementing quality
improvement initiatives.
Dania’s Balanced Scorecard was originally developed in the Spring of
2012 and revised in July 2014 and is included in my report (see also page 5). It is imperative
that our stakeholders are informed of our Strategic Direction and performance.
We are also pleased to inform our donors that the Bus has been ordered. This would not have
been possible without your contributions and generosity. Thank you all!

Respectfully,
Margaret Douglas-Matthews
Executive Director

History of Julestue continued from cover page
Julestue started in approximately 1974 and continued until the year 2012. The idea came
about when the late Frida Rasmussen and I sat down and talked about starting a real Danish
Christmas tradition and to also raise some funds for the Ladies’ Auxiliary. The tickets to Julestue and the products we had for sale sold out as 'fast as hotcakes'.
When the doors opened to the dimly lit room, all you saw were the candles as they glowed on
the tables. You were welcomed by my late husband Torben's uncle, Mr. S. A. Olsen, playing
the violin and Mrs. Santos on the piano. The Julebutiks offered items for sale such as Danish
Christmas decorations, fresh pine wreaths, Advent candles, as well as other handmade crafts.
There were also marzipan pigs that we made with tiny red ribbons and turned up noses (a tradition I started), hand dipped chocolates and much more.
The highlight for the guests at the end of the evening was the entertainment they enjoyed
while being served warm fresh aebleskiver and hot Glogg, followed by Christmas Carols. In
those days we held Julestue for two nights; one night was for families and children and then
the next night was for adults only.
A big thank you goes out to all the volunteers who took on such a big, yet so rewarding. undertaking!

Submitted by Inger Olsen

Dania Home Residents Foundation Charitable Business #81053 8553 RR0001

5

Dania Home Residents Foundation Charitable Business #81053 8553 RR0001

DANIA NEWS



FALL 2014

6

DANIA NEWS



FALL 2014

From the Ladies’ Auxiliary

W

e had a very successful Bazaar at the end of September and we want to thank everyone
who came and supported us so well. I know that you enjoyed our open faced sandwiches
made that morning under the supervision of Bodil Nielsen and Bente Pedersen as they were all
sold long before the end of the Bazaar. I want to thank all our volunteers and our members for all
their hard work. It is so rewarding for us when we are able to continue to make the money we
need for our work with the residents.
We also want to thank our generous donors who donated prizes for our lottery. The first prize of
$1,000.00 was donated by SerVantage Services Group and was won by Mrs. Helen McCluskie of
Coquitlam; second prize was a $500.00 Gift Certificate donated by Scan Designs and won by Mr.
Bruce McKenzie who is a resident of Carl Mortensen Manor; third prize was a $250.00 Gift Certificate do-nated by Hart House Restaurant and won by Mrs. Kirsten Hansen, also a resident of Carl
Mortensen Manor; fourth prize was a silver bracelet made and donated by myself and won by Ann
-Britt Everett of Vancouver who is a Board Member of Dania Home Society and Dania Society; fifth
prize was a beautiful food basket donated by Jolly Foods and won by Solvejg Nielsen, whom we
all know for all her work with the Danish Community. Thank you to all of you who purchased our
raffle tickets.
The prizes for our second raffle were also donated over the year by members and others. The
Christmas Calendar for a child was made and donated by Vera Iversen, our long time member
who has made many items for sale and raffle over the many years she has been involved. It was
won by Carl Petersen who lives in Carl Mortensen Manor; the second prize of a wooly throw was
won by Oluf Folkersen who sold 50/50 tickets for us; next prize was a Spa Box won by Vera
Iversen of the Manor; next prize of candies was won by Bodil Nielsen who supervised our sandwich making; and Else Vea, one of our Board members won two flower pots while Sandra Alexander who donated and sold the Christmas decorations at the Bazaar won the final prize of coffee
spoons. Thank you also to all who purchased tickets for this raffle.
Before we know it, it will be time to move into the new Dania Home. We are all excited about the
changes this will bring about. We know that there will be six units or ―pods within the Home and
we are not sure how we will plan our Birthday Parties to include as many as are able to attend. I
know that we will work that out early in the New Year. For Christmas, 2015 we will have a Christmas tree in each of the pods. We will be looking for decorations and I would like to suggest that
when you put your decorations away in December or January, you plan to donate your extras to
Dania for the next Christmas. Let us know if you need a pickup or drop your donation off at the
Home and we will store them until needed. Thank you so much!
There will not be a Julestue at Dania again this year. We are sorry to see this event go but it has
become more difficult each year to sell enough tickets to just break even. Our next event will be a
Christmas Party for the residents on Saturday, December 13 with the Lucia Girls performing. We
continue to put on our monthly birthday parties for the residents and to contribute to the Music
Therapy and the music for the birthday parties. The Bus Committee is in the process of purchasing our new bus as the funds have been raised. The bus will be a big plus for the residents.
Have a wonderful fall and Christmas Season. Thank you to all of you who have supported us so
generously this past year. Many thanks!

Margaret Chester, President
Dania Home Residents Foundation Charitable Business #81053 8553 RR0001
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Lunch Club—August 25, 2014

Events

R

esidents experienced a picnic style
lunch out in the Garden. We had ordered pizza and salad from a nearby restaurant. Residents enjoyed wonderful chats with
their fellow residents and had very many
meaningful conversations. Residents expressed a strong liking towards the food and
appreciated the opportunity to be invited to
this special program. Residents requested
that this be done more often.

D

uring our resident council in August
2014 our residents mentioned that they
never had the chance to have hot dogs. As
promised we held a garden BBQ and fired up
the grill and served hotdogs with a variety of
condiments, a fresh garden salad and chips.
In addition the residents were able to enjoy
and ice cream sandwich in the sunshine. Residents loved the music that was playing, they
were seen tapping their toes and singing to
familiar tunes. Many compliments came from
this program, we will certainly do it again as
it was such a great hit!

End of Summer Beach Party—
August ,2014

Garden BBQ —August , 2014

W

e held an end of summer beach party in our garden
and had entertainment by Patrizia Coletta. The residents really enjoyed her music and she was very lively. Beach balls were thrown around and
funny pictures were taken. The residents from the Manor were invited to join in and they too
requested that they wanted this entertainer to appear in the manor during their Monday evening entertainments. Residents were served chips in mini bags as well as fruit punch. We were
so lucky to have such beautiful weather!

Dania Home Residents Foundation Charitable Business #81053 8553 RR0001

8

DANIA NEWS



FALL 2014

Dania Board of Directors
2014—2015
PRESIDENT— Mr. Kjeld Christensen
VICE PRESIDENT—Mr. Torben Hansen
TREASURER— Ms. Anne Christiansen
SECRETARY— Ms. Ann-Britt Everett
DIRECTORS

Mrs. Else Vea
Mrs. Margaret Chester
Mr. Svend Jensen
Mr. Torsten Kehler
Mr. Alexander Northey
Mr. Karsten Veng
Mr. Jack Larsen
Ms. Janny Marie L. Peterslund
Mr. Paul Christensen
Pastor Birgitte Saltorp

Remembrance Day Ceremony with
Danish Guards

Coming Events:

December, 2014—June, 2015
Dania Christmas Open House
Wednesday, December 10th, 2014
6 p.m.

Carl Mortensen Manor, 4035 Norland Ave,
Burnaby—Entrance on Kincaid Street

Dania Christmas Party for
Residents
Saturday, December 13th, 2014
Entertainers—Lucia Girls

New Dania Opening
Date to be announced—Stay tuned!
Dania Annual General Meeting
Wednesday, 17th June, 2015

Wishing you all a very happy
Holiday Season!

Carl Mortensen Manor, 4035 Norland Ave,
Burnaby—Entrance on Kincaid Street
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