Hello everyone! Here is
another Dania newsletter in its new format.
We have had some
exciting events at Dania
so far this year and I
trust you will enjoy
reading about them.
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I hope you have had a
wonderful summer, and
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thus far.
The most significant
news -- as President
Kjeld Christensen
explains in his report -is of course that Dania
will proceed with the
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bed Dania Home! A lot
of long hours and hard
work went into getting
us this far and we’re all
every excited.
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Torsten Kehler
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It was a magical day, weather-wise and in other
respects too! The weather, which had been a concern for the staff, miraculously cooperated and all
plans to hold the event outside went full steam
ahead. We were very fortunate to have two couples willing to renew their vows and share this special experience with all of their friends. The minister
from the Bethesda Ministry agreed to officially renew the vows of the residents.
The ceremony started with all guests being
seated including residents of Dania, tenants of
Dania Manor, family members, loved ones and
staff. The traditional wedding protocol was followed
with the lovely flower girls spreading flower petals
down the aisle, the bridesmaids followed all in
matching lilac dresses and behind them came the
blushing brides escorted down the aisle to their
awaiting loving husbands. The renewal of the vows
was extremely touching; there was not a dry eye in
the crowd when glasses were raised to toast the
“newly renewed” newlyweds. Continued on page 7
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A Message from your Board

D

an Olsen had put
us on notice prior
to the AGM in
June that he was
resigning from the position
as President of the board of
directors. Dan served as
President for 4 years. Most
of us had hoped that he would stay on for another year.
Luckily he was persuaded to stay on as chair of the building committee and as such will se us through the start of
construction and beyond. Dan worked very hard and very
well getting us through the mine field of challenges to
get us to where we are today. Thank you very much Dan
for all the time you spent doing Dania business.
At long last Executive Director Margaret DouglasMatthews was able to make the big announcement we
had all been waiting for. The announcement was made
at the yearly Barbeque in July. We will be starting construction on a new 102 beds facility that will be replacing
the present Dania Home. We believe that we finally have
most of the ducks in a row and are ready to go. A realistic construction start date is February 2013There has
been very good cooperation from other stake holders:
The city of Burnaby, Fraser Health, Van City Credit Union
and others.
A public hearing it scheduled for 7:00 pm on the
23rd. of October at Burnaby City Hall. We are hoping the
hearing will be uneventful, with no objections from anyone.

Board of Directors 2012-2013
PRESIDENT Mr. Kjeld Christensen
VICE PRESIDENT Mr. Torben Hansen
TREASURER Mr. Kim Christensen
SECRETARY Mrs. Margaret Chester
PAST PRESIDENT Mr. Dan Olsen
MEMBERS AT LARGE Mr. Charlie Young,
Mrs. Susan Fyfe, Mrs. Else Vea,
Mr. Alex Northey , Mr. Svend Jensen
Mrs. Ann-Britt Everett Mr. Torsten Kehler
Mrs. Gerd Evans
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The yearly Barbeque on the 18th of July was well
attended. Again the Ladies Auxiliary paid for the Salmon
and Chicken.
We were honoured to have the Mayor of Burnaby
City, Derek Corrigan along fire and police officers visit.
All were pleased to hear that our project will finally go
ahead. The weather forecast for the day was marginal
at best, but the rain held off. The sun peaked through
the clouds and we all enjoyed the picture pretty setting
the Dania grounds offer.
Margaret Chester and the rest of the Ladies Auxiliary are working hard preparing for the fall Bazaar in
late September. The Country Fair and the Bazaar are
important fundraisers for them. They are a very dedicated group of ladies and their efforts make a very positive difference in the lives of Dania Home’s residents.
A tradition that was started many years ago continues. On Remembrance Day, 11th. November, members of the Danish Guards led by Knud Nielsen will
again make the day special for the residents at Dania
Home. The guards march into the home carrying several flags. Canadian, Danish and others. There is appropriate music played, a few short speeches are made
and for the residents and other participants it has been
another special moment. A time to reflect on past wars
and appreciate how lucky we are living in this peaceful
part of the world.
Wishes of good health and happiness for all.

Kjeld Christensen
President

Dania
Mission & Values
Dania’s Campus of Care provides quality
services that reflect the Danish Values of Trust,
Respect, Caring and Diversity.
Vision
To be leaders in providing comprehensive care
through innovation and outreach ensuring we
are the first choice for clients in need of service
and to expand and enhance our facilities in response to the changing needs of our community.
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Events
Terry Fox Walk
The residents of Dania and Dania Manor expressed an interest in participating in a Terry
Fox Walk. They wanted to remember and celebrate the life of Terry Fox, his courage, determination, and his commitment to finding a cure
for cancer. At Dania over thirty residents gathered in the Dining Room.
All participants were given a medallion
that read “I participated in the Terry Fox Walk
Dania Sept. 12th, 2012”, to put around their
neck. Residents did some warm up exercises to
the music from Rocky and the Man in Motion
theme (St. Elmo’s Fire). Leslie, our Manager of
Recreation & Volunteers, then read a brief history of the life of Terry Fox. Staff assisted the
residents in a line out of the Dining Room
through the Start Line banner down the hall
and outside onto the sidewalk garden area.
Once all residents had completed the walk
refreshments were served. Residents enjoyed
the beautiful sunshine before heading back inside to watch a DVD on the life of Terry Fox. It
was a very touching and memorable morning.

1950’s Sock Hop
The 1950’s were alive and well at Dania
when the residents and staff celebrated a 1950’s
Sock Hop day!
Staff transformed the dining room into a
1950’s car hop. Musical notes hung from the
ceiling and on the wall. A large juke box made by
the staff was the focal point of the decorations.
And printed photos of Elvis and Marilyn Monroe
were hung on the walls.
All activities that day were geared towards
the 1950’s, including morning exercises with
1950’s rock and roll music. Activity Staff dressed
the part in colorful poodle skirts. A car hop meal
was served at lunch time, sliders, french fries,
and coleslaw with apple pie and ice cream for desert. An Elvis impersonator performed at our Sock
Hop and Root Beer floats were enjoyed by all.
Residents enjoyed the fun atmosphere and
stated that the event was a success and they will
look forward to doing it again next year!

Dania Home Resident’s Foundation Charitable Business #81053 8553 RR0001
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And More Events!

Casino Day

Indian Week

With the ringing of slot machines, the
songs of Elvis, the authentic casino decorations,
and the smell of freshly-popped popcorn, you
could almost swear you were at the Casino.

As a Recreation department we take on the
challenge of celebrating special theme days and/
or theme weeks for each month. We were approached by some of the staff asking if we could
celebrate the Indian culture. We chose the month
of August to recognize India Week at all of the
sites.

To further enhance the atmosphere, staff
dressed up to look like Casino Dealers, wearing
white blouses, black pants, red vests and visors.
40 residents participated in this event, attended to by 6 staff and 3 volunteers. There
were six gaming tables including: Blackjack,
Over 7 under 7, Horse races, Atlantic City, One
Line Bingo and Atlantic City.
Each resident took their turn at each table
with the assistance of staff and volunteers. A
little healthy competition was encouraged.
Residents were given 30 poker chips and were
able to trade their remaining chips for prizes.
Games were adapted to ensure residents of all
levels of cognitive functioning were able to participate. It was easy to see by the smiles on
their faces that the residents thoroughly enjoyed
their trip to the Casino!

Dania Home Resident’s Foundation Charitable Business #81053 8553 RR0001

We were overwhelmed by the generosity and
support of the staff that were willing to share and
donate Indian artifacts, costume and participate in
many of the events. The residents were thrilled to
see the staff wearing the colourful and bejeweled
Indian clothing.
Each day a different program took place to
recognize the country of India. The residents had
henna ‘tattoos’ done on their hands, they made
the Indian dessert Kulfi, enjoyed a fashion show,
tried their hand at creating Rangoli art and played
the Indian board game Pallankuzhi. They also had
a sitar performer come in and entertain them and
teach them a brief history of the sitar.
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Executive Director’s
Report

S

candia Care, what is
this, what does this
have to do with
Dania?

Since the 1940’s Dania,
Normanna, and Swedish societies have each built facilities out
of a desire to provide a culturally
sensitive home environment for
elder Scandinavian citizens who had immigrated to
Canada. Today that legacy continues with our resident mix reflecting the diverse cultures of Burnaby,
beyond the original residents of Scandinavian origin.
Dania ’s volunteer Board and the Leadership
Team have an unwavering commitment to further
the organizations mandate, core services and
ensure performance expectations are met with
transparency, integrity and a willingness to see innovative solutions.
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In the spring of 2010, ScandiaCare on behalf
of Dania, Normanna and Swedish, conducted an
independent market study to determine our
“readiness” to launch an integrated fundraising
effort. As a result of this study, we have created a
professional fundraising program that includes
staff resources and professional expertise with
Dania Board representatives to honour our current loyal donors and build new supporters. Dania
has identified fundraising priorities including a
bus, updating our furniture and equipment to
meet the current needs of residents as Dania rebuilds.
If I gave a donation to Dania will it go to
Scandia Care or Normanna or Swedish ?
All donations to Dania Resident Foundation
remain with Dania and tax receipts are provided.
All designated donations will be honoured. No donations will go to Scandia Care or Normanna or
Swedish.

Margaret Douglas-Matthews
Executive Director

With Fraser Health Authority funding the core
services, our desire is to provide the extras and enhancements that make living in Dania so special.
To do that, we identified the need to fundraise.
Dania and Swedish also identified a similar need to
fundraise; however, none of the societies had the
capacity independently to fundraise.
What is Scandia Care and how does it help
fundraise?
Scandia Care was formed form three societies,
Dania, Normanna and Swedish as a joint venture
and interlocking commitment to provide excellence
in comprehensive care and housing for senior’s
through innovation and out-reach, and to expand
and enhance facilities in response to the changing
needs of our diverse community.
Dania Home Resident’s Foundation Charitable Business #81053 8553 RR0001

News Flash!
The Dania Rezoning Permit Sign is in place.
Stay tuned for more exciting development!!!
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From the Ladies’
Auxiliary

W

e have just had a very successful Bazaar with so many wonderful people
helping us to put it on and so many
generous and supportive people in
attendance. It was a great Bazaar and we received so many compliments for our sandwiches,
our free coffee and all the great things there were
to buy. Thank you to all who attended, we appreciate your support.
Today, we held our October birthday party
for the residents. There were only 3 residents
celebrating their birthday but we also had 10 visitors from the Wednesday Club at Granly join us at
the head table. We always have music at the
party and many of the residents dance with volunteers or staff. The residents have a great time
and so do we.
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On December 15th, we have a Christmas
party for the residents. It is a Saturday and we
have Ebba Siple and her Lucia girls from the
Church to perform for the residents. We sing
some carols and serve refreshments including
Danish Christmas Cake. We have a poinsettia
and a small gift for each of the residents.
We want to thank our many volunteers for
assisting us again this year with the Country Fair
and the Bazaar. We also want to thank all of
you who attend our fundraising events and support us so generously each year. We wish you
all a very happy Christmas season and a Happy
New Year.

Margaret Chester
President

Resident Cecilia Pelke
celebrates her birthday with
the Dania Ladies Auxiliary

Now we will start getting ready for Christmas. First, there will be Julestue on the 24th of
November. Our members decorate the auditorium and set the tables for the event. Tina Taylor, a former Board member, is our coordinator
this year and she will arrange for a crew to make
the aebleskiver the Sunday before. Janet Tricarico, also a former Board member, makes the
glogg for us each year and it is so good.
We hope you will plan to come and bring
your children or grandchildren as it is a wonderful
evening for the children with our new Pastor,
Birgitte Saltorp telling a story for the children and
leading them to dance around the Christmas tree.
There is also a visit from Santa.

Winners of the September 29th Bazaar Raffle!

Please phone Dania Home to reserve tickets at
604-299-2414 and dial 0 for the office.

4th - $100 gift certificate
Donated by Hart House - Leif Jorgensen

1st - $1,000.00
Donated by SerVantage - Gary Sheridan
2nd - Recliner
Donated by Scan Designs - Bent Ostergaard
3rd - Silver Bracelet
Donated by Margaret Chester - Carol Ann Vestergaard

5th - Food basket
Donated by Jolly Foods - Linda Kvithammer
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Meet the Staff BEVERLEY CONTRERAS

I

am Beverley Contreras, Quality Improvement and Education Coordinator at Dania Home, Dania Manor and Normanna Home since 2005
and Swedish Assisted Living Residence as of August of this year.
My primary roles for the organizations are to:

Provide quality improvement and education coordination in support
of and in alignment with each organization’s mission statement, strategic
plan and priority goals.

Coordinate and facilitate accreditation activities to ensure each
organization meets and exceeds the national standards for health care delivery set by Accreditation
Canada.
Dania and Normanna Homes have been nationally accredited since 2002. I had the pleasure of
coordinating a successful accreditation again in 2008 and the exciting accomplishment of accreditation
with commendation in 2011.
The outcome of all of these activities quite simply translates into the continuous evaluation and
improvement in the care and services we provide.
Earlier this year, Accreditation Canada introduced national standards for assisted living. I am now initiating the preparations for both Dania Manor and Swedish Assisted Living Residence who will undergo
their first accreditation surveys along with Dania Home and Normanna Home’s tri-annual surveys set
to take place in November of 2014.
It is an exciting time to be a member of such a dynamic team responsible for the recent opening
of Swedish Assisted Living Residence and the upcoming rebuild of Dania Home. I look forward to the
new opportunities that come with them as well as the ongoing opportunities waiting for us at Dania
Manor and Normanna Home. -Beverley Contreras
Continued from page 1

It was hard to leave the sunshine and entice the participants to gather inside for the wedding reception in the Dining Room. The decision to have the reception inside was made in the morning due to
questionable weather conditions. Once inside all agreed that the reception set-up could match any
other traditional hall setting. Guests were treated to the magnificent Peter Fisher, a renowned violinist
who had once played for the Queen of England. Wedding cake was served and a joyous time was had
by all!
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Coming Events:

November – May 2013
Remembrance Day
10:45 a.m. Sunday, November 11th
Dania Home
4279 Norland Avenue, Burnaby
Royal Danish Guard
Service by Pastor of the Danish Church

Julestue
Saturday, November 24, 2012
Carl Mortensen Manor
4035 Norland Ave, Burnaby
7:00 pm Doors open 6:30 pm
Tickets Adult $14.00
Child $8.00 (12 and under)
Tickets on sale Monday, November 5, 2012
Ticket information contact Tina Taylor 604 461 3358
Dania Office (604)299-2414 ext 0

Christmas Open House
6:00 p.m. Wednesday December 12th
Dania Home
4279 Norland Avenue, Burnaby
Refreshments will be served
Entertainment
Santa Claus visits with the residents
Families and Friends are welcome!

Congratulations to Swedish on their new
Swedish Assisted Living Residence

We are accepting applications at the brand new Swedish Assisted Living Residence!! Private, spacious one bedroom suites
with balconies overlooking beautiful gardens are available.
The Residence has a dining room where you can enjoy a delicious dinner and supper and all the amenities you require in a
prime location close to shopping, churches and community services. There is also a bus stop practically at your doorstep.
Best of all, the Residence accepts small pets so you can bring
your animal companion with you when you move into your
beautiful new home!
To tour the residence please call Shannyn Douglas, Manager of
Properties at 604.420.3222.
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